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Overview

After the fifth graders interviewed the teachers and staff members at Aiken 

Elementary, Wisdom Corridor team leader William Oppenheim came up with the 

idea to paint all the words of wisdom on the ceiling tiles to be displayed outside 

the two fifth grade classrooms. They labeled it the Wisdom Corridor and all the 

teachers' phrases of wisdom were designed and painted by the fifth grader who 

interviewed that teacher. They came up with the design, sketched it out, and then 

painted it. It also turned out to be a beautiful legacy gift for the fifth graders to 

leave the school before moving on to middle school. The students learned 

teachers are people that have information to share and help us grow. They learned 

that creativity comes in many forms when doing something artistic and that we all 

have something to share about our lives that others can benefit from.



“What we loved”

 "The students learned a lot about interviewing and talking with teachers in a positive way. 

They learned new things about their teachers and staff at their school, as well as the piece 

of wisdom they used to create their project. We painted the ceiling tiles outside the fifth 

grade classrooms. They came up with a design that correlated to the words of wisdom they 

got from each staff member. "

-William J.X. Opperman
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