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Overview

Foster School's Wisdom Squad is Mt. Lebanon School District's first cohort. At the 

beginning of 2022, a group of 18 third and fourth graders were trained by Richa 

Nautiyal and the Project FUEL group to become empathetic interviewers. 

Students practiced asking open-ended questions with each other and at home to 

lead the interviewee to the ultimate question, "What is your life lesson?" They 

each chose a staff member at our school to interview formally and get their 

answers to the essential question. Students wrote summaries of these life lessons 

and they will be displayed in our Wisdom Corridor for all to read. We also plan on 

publishing all of the stories in a hardback book for our school library and to 

donate to our local public library.



“What we loved”

Our Wisdom Squad experience was life-changing for all of us!  The Squad consists of 

twelve 4th and 5th grade students who began the project a whole year earlier.  Students put 

their skills to work and wrote one short piece and one longer piece about the teacher they 

chose to interview. The shorter piece is displayed with the photo in our school’s Wisdom 

Corridor and the longer piece will be published in a book that we will put in the school and 

local libraries.  We plan to collect more interviews from community members, staff and 

students. One student even suggested setting up booths at the local Community Day to 

interview people there. Our Wisdom Corridor experience is really just beginning!


-Bridget Belardi, Educator



Wisdom Gallery



Wisdom Squad

Students

Emma Wright

Gloria Koeppell

Emily Strauch

Isla Sgro

Tessa Duncan

Josephine Walsh

Emma Heisel

Abigail Boisvert

Evan Baird

Andrew Grumbine

Karl Becker

Ruth Reidy 

Educator

Bridget E. Belardi

Principal

Dr. Jason Ramsey
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